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February 21, 2018
To: Parents/Guardians of Hellgate Elementary Students Fr: Douglas Reisig, Superintendent
Re: Facility Security Update
In light of the recent school shooting tragedy in Florida, I want to take this opportunity to let you know what the school district has done and is doing to help promote the health, welfare, and
safety of your child while on the school campus. While there is nothing the school district can do to provide for complete security and safety 100% of the time, I do believe that the school district has proactively taken steps, over the past several years, to increase facility security to protect students and staff personnel. Let me list some of the steps taken by the school district:
	Hellgate Elementary has partnered with the Missoula Police Department to hire a School Resource Officer (armed) to be on the Hellgate Elementary campus every day of the school year. We do not share this police officer with other schools or other campuses like some school districts in Missoula County do. This police officer is dedicated only to the Hellgate Elementary campus.
	Hellgate Elementary has installed facility lockdown alert notification systems that include not only visual alerts in classrooms and hallways to alert building occupants of a lockdown but also auditory alerts and streamlined telephone notification sequence procedures to alert all campus buildings and law enforcement of a lockdown in an effort to reduce response time and increase student and staff personnel safety in a lockdown event.
	All school building proximity entrance and exit doors are programmed to be locked during the school day with only the main entrance in all school buildings programed to be a control entrance access door. While this feature can be improved upon in terms of how we, district employees, address the controlled access door procedure, the technology is in place and is operational and does restrict main entrance access to the school facility.
	All buildings have camera systems to monitor individual and group traffic on the school campus.
	Playground gates, providing access to playgrounds from the roads surrounding the school campus, are now placed on a restricted access schedule and then locked during the school day.
	All campus buildings have been affixed with readable letters identifying each building to assist law enforcement in early detection of which school facility may be in need of law enforcement support in an effort to reduce first responder response time.

Over One Century of Quality Education
(Established in 1869)
Deadbolt locks and/or secure door lock mechanisms have been installed on all classroom doors to increase classroom security and the school district consistently reviews classroom door locking mechanisms to ensure proper working order.
	The school district reviews and practices its lockdown procedures with staff and students to establish consistent procedures in case a lockdovvn event occurs and potential playground evacuations become necessary.
	Staff professional development on Armed Intruder Resistance procedures under the direction of the Missoula Police Department, the Missoula County Sheriffs Department, as well as the University of Montana Campus Police Department is ongoing.
Hellgate Elementary is committed to providing a secure campus environment for students and staff personnel. The school district is always reviewing its procedures and practices in order to be even more proactive in providing a security campus facility to protect its students and staff personnel. Do we have areas that can be improved? The answer is yes. The school district seeks to identify those areas in need of improvement and when discovered, dedicates time and resources to address those areas.
Should you have questions and/or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at 728-5626 or stop by the district office at 2385 Flynn Lane.

